MedCLIVAR SSG meeting - Lisbon 21st October

1) update on project development 
Progresses are clear from the items in the present agenda. After the meeting in Vienna, the material for the book has been completed, MedCLIVAR has been approved by ESF, MedCLIVAR sessions have been inserted in the next EGU and IUGG conferences, PAGES newsletter and EXCHANGES are planning to publish MedCLIVAR results. Moreover there is a large participation to the “CIRCE” IP proposal. Implementation plan, schools and workshops are the next main objectives. Beside them, the enlargement of the SSG and extension of the MedCLIVAR group to include new countries are important issues to be considered in future. 
Concerning the structure of MedCLIVAR,  It has been decided that participation can involve Contributing Scientists and Supporting Institutions. Applicants as contributing scientist should provide 

· a brief CV (750 words max ) 

· the list of most recent publications on subjects related to MedCLIVAR. 

· A description (one page max) of the contribution to MedCLIVAR, that is research results, projects, publications, data to be added to the MedCLIVAR database
Supporting institutions should have at least one contributing scientist and provide 

· a letter of application signed by the director or head of the institution

· a list of relevant activities

· the description form following the file "SupportingInstform.doc" for the web page 

Applications to join MedCLIVAR will be considered during the meetings of the SSG, unless special situations and urgent issues are involved. 

 2) implementation plan and MedCLIVAR specific actions 
The following list of actions with corresponding coordinators have been proposed By the SSG:
       Impacts of past and future sea level changes (M.Tsimplis,  ESEAS)

       Effect of land-use change (L.Li, W.May)

       Past and future circulation modes in the Med (A.Theocharis, CIESM)

       Tracking long-term hydrological changes (A.Theocharis, CIESM) 

       Meteorological reanalysis  (P.Alpert MEDEX)

       Wave reanalysis (P.Lionello MEDEX)

       Reconstruction of past climate (R.Garcia, J.Luterbacher, PAGES)

       Hazardous events with their impact, identification of critical areas (list of  past events and future risks) (PAGES, MEDEX, ESEAS, U.Ulbrich, P.Lionello, R.Garcia)

       Weather type classification for the Med (COST, R.Trigo, Huth)

3) ESF Program: monitoring the response from member organization

The possibility for actual funding under ESF are not clear. It appears that in several countries the national member organizations have no funds, which are allocated for participation to the ESF programs. Until now (21st Oct), in spite of the deadline being rather close (15th November), positive reply has been given only by France, Switzerland, Greece. MedCLIVAR will be actually initiated if a minimum 80% of the funds requested will be made available. Doubts have been raised by the SSG on the effectiveness of ESF programs in general. The SSG members will continue monitoring the evolution of the procedure and, in case present situation will be confirmed, P.Lionello on behalf of the whole steering committee will write a letter to ESF explaining the present status, discussing the limitation of the ESF program as presently implemented, and asking for postponing the deadline (presently 15th November) to 31st January.
 4) status of EU-projects submission 
A large part of the MedCLIVAR group is involved in the CIRCE Proposal, coordinated by A.Navarra (INGV, Italy) .  Concern has been expressed because of lack of communication  and limited involvement of the participant in the preparation of the proposal.  There are other projects with which could interact. M.Tsimplis mentioned SHLOS (Sea Level Hazards Observing System ) coordinated by B. Lilja Bye. Other initiatives have been mentioned by J.Luterbacher and A.Theocharis. 
 5) CLIVAR Exchanges (special issue)
About 24 pages of the spring issue of EXCHANGES will be allocated to MedCLIVAR. This leaves space for 8 articles, 3-page long including figs. The following tentative list ( and corresponding leading authors) is proposed:
scope of MedCLIVAR (P.Lionello)

past climate reconstruction (J.Luterbacher)

deep water formation in the med  (A.Theocharis)

Monitoring the med sea level for climate change (M.Tsimplis) 

Modelling climate change at regional scale (L.Li)

Regional impacts of climate variability and change: Venice (P.Lionello)
Changes of precipitation regimes over Iberia (R.Trigo)

climate change: cyclones, winds, waves and surges (P.LIonello)

The deadline would be 31 January 2006.  Contributors will need to follow the guidelines at 

<http://www.clivar.org/publications/exchanges/guidel.htm>http://www.clivar.org/publications/exchanges/guidel.htm.  Note that Latex is not accepted anymore.
 6) Pages-clivar (400 words contribution) 
MedCLIVAR will be presented in a short article (400 words) to be inserted in the next issue of the PAGES Newsletter (an issue published jointly with CLIVAR). P.Lionello will prepare a draft version to be distributed to the whole SSG for comments.
 7) global and planetary change (or others: special issue... pending...next EGU?)

A selection based on the studies that will be presented in Vienna will be considered for a special issue of “Global and Planetary change”. Also publishing a series of extended abstracts could be an effective tool for promoting Mediterranean climate research. The opportunity to publish the results in a MedCLIVAR related publication will be announced in the MedCLIVAR webpage, but the success of the initiative will be necessary depending of level of participation and quality of the studies.
 8) cooperation with MEDEX
Cooperation with Medex has already present in the production of the book. P.Lionello and A.Jansà are kept updated of the progress of MEDEX and MedCLIVAR by the relative mail distribution lists. P.Lionello was asked to give a presentation of MedCLIVAR at the MEDEX meeting in Crete on 5th October, but he could not attend. MedCLIVAR was however presented by A.Jansà using the MedCLIVAR ppt presentation
 9) new participants and eventual further enlargement of MedCLIVAR
Participation by Cyprus Met Office (S.Pashiardis), Univ. Athens, Dept. Applied Physics (A.Lascaratos), Institute of Physical Geodesy, Darmstadt University of Technology (L.Fenoglio) have been welcomed by the SSG
10) web page
A draft version of the MedCLIVAR web page has been presented and various improvements have been proposed. The webpage http://clima.casaccia.enea.it/medclivar/ will be hosted by ENEA “Special Project on Global Climate” (thanks to the support of V.Artale). E.Lombardi  is taking care of the page with the help of P.Lionello.
11) MedCLIVAR logo
R.Boscolo has produced a draft of the logo. The final version will be selected as soon as possible after a some further refinements

12) Mediterranean archive
This is a basic component of the MedCLIVAR program. Data will be made available through the web-page. It will be possible both to storage directly data and to provide links to existing archives
 13) book status
Book preparation will be finalized within end 2005. Leading authors should receive within few weeks the proofs for the final revision. The book will be advertised in the MedCLIVAR webpage.

14) Other initiatives and activities for year 2006

Please provide info on the items discussed in Lisbon
15) info on IUGG Perugia 2007, EGU Vienna 2006

The MedCLIVAR session at the EGU General Assembly in Vienna is confirmed for April 2006. The group taking care of it is confirmed (Convenor: P.Malanotte-Rizzoli, Co-convenors. P.Lionello, J.Luterbacher, M.Tsimplis. The possibility of publication of the studies presented during the session will be considered depending on participation and interest in such publication by the presenting authors.

A MedCLIVAR symposium has been inserted in the program of the IUGG conference to be held in Perugia, Italy 2-13 July 2007. Title of the symposium: Mediterranean Circulation and Climate:  Their Variability and Sensitivity to Future Emission Scenarios. Convenor: P.Lionello, co-convenors: S.Planton, A.Theocharis
 16) other issues (schools and workshops)

Though there is no information of funds made available by  ESF, It is decided to carry on the planned workshop and school program with the support of already existing initiatives and independent (national) economic support  

After a proposal by R. Garcia, the first MedCLIVAR workshop, will be “on unexplored sources of high resolution climatic data in the Mediterranean Basin during the last 1000 years.  Tentatively, the workshop will be held in Sevilla Spain, autumn-winter 2006. A main objective of the workshop would be the identification  and collection of data-sources for the North- African areas and the involvement of scientists from those countries. C.Kull proposes to held such workshop jointly with PAGES and offers to support it during the next Meeting (????). The organizer committee in charge of writing the proposal is formed by R.Garcia, C.Kull, P.Lionello, J.Luterbacher.
After a proposal by  A. Theocharis, the first MedCLVAR school will be organized by HCMR and held in Rhodes, Summer 2007.

 17) next SSG meeting 
The next SSG meeting will be held in Vienna, during the EGU General  Assembly, 2-7 April 2006
